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1. 
All praise be to Allah The Almighty and Most Merciful. Peace and blessings be unto the blessed Prophet Muhammad, messenger of the Holy Book. Praise be to Allah for it is through His Grace and Will that we all gather here in the Tun Hussein Onn Hall Dewan Tun Hussein Onn, to hold the UMNO Youth General Assembly.

2.               We assemble today to assess and debate not only our achievements and those of our party, but also the overall direction and guidelines of our cause as we look ahead. This is in line with the word of Allah SWT in Surah As-Syura, verse 38:

وَأَمۡرُهُمۡ شُورَىٰ بَيۡنَہُمۡ وَمِمَّا رَزَقۡنَـٰهُمۡ يُنفِقُونَ

Meaning, “Who (conduct) their affairs by mutual consultation, who spend out of what We bestow on their sustenance”

3.        
The assembly this year is of special importance and meaning. Let us be reminded that this will likely be the last such assembly before we face the 13th General Elections (PRU-13). As such, this is the time and space to foster unity and cultivate capabilities in preparation for battle. This is also the time and space for us to strengthen our determination and willpower as well as refine our plans to ensure the youth continue to be on our side.

Delegates,

4.         
In today’s world, “change” is an oft-quoted mantra. But we have to realise that change happens in different degrees, shapes and forms. There are small and ordinary changes, and then there are larger and more comprehensive changes that occur once every few generations. I believe we are witnessing the latter type of change. In the history of human civilisation, there have been moments depicting transformation grounded in generational transitions. I believe a generational transition happens when change or transformation is not limited to new policies or new faces. More significantly, it ushers in an era of visionary leaders ahead of their time, who strive for profound transformations that lay to rest old norms and practices.

5.     
A familiar example is found in the United States of America. The citizens of the country once lived in the doldrums of the post-World War II years during which the anxieties of the Cold War were all too apparent. Leaders at the time consisted of people from the older generation who failed to inject new and fresh impetus. Such a dull and underwhelming mood went on until the emergence of John F. Kennedy who, in addition to being young in age and appearance, also carried a message of generational transition and a transformative programme that reignited hope and promise. His election as the American President in 1961 was a momentous event, marking the point at which a generational shift had occured. His inaugural address is etched in world political history as the speech that expressed a new ray of hope for the American people. The hope that the fears and anxieties they had endured for twenty years may come to pass. The hope that a new administration which reflected, in no uncertain terms, America’s new generation, may have finally arrived. 

6.
In the context of Islamic history, we witness similar events. Reflect on the story of Caliph Harun al-Rashid, under whose leadership Baghdad rose to become the world’s centre of trade and knowledge in the 9th century. Development of scholarly institutions such as Baitul Hikmah or as well as medical, economic and educational infrastructures brought about new civilisational achievements in line with the label “Islamic Golden Age”. More important than the development of institutions, Caliph Harun was a young leader who introduced progressive values and a new mindset, which enabled Baghdad to contribute to the development of civilisation on a larger scale. Therefore, although he assumed leadership in his twenties, the era of Caliph Harun al-Rashid marked a profound shift in the trajectory of Islamic civilisation, which in turn, affected the story of human cultural achievements. All this was made possible by the will to affect major transformations.

Delegates, 

7.
These two examples illustrate the importance of generational transitions in driving renewal and progression, with the attendant impact on the fate of communities, nations and of humankind. But advancements do not simply occur. In both stories, there exists common traits of shift in mindset, the rise of youthful idealism and the bravery of leadership in driving positive transformation – these are the facets of what I term as generational transition.

8. 
In our country, I believe we are witnessing such a generational transition. Our party President, YAB Dato’ Seri Mohd Najib Tun Abdul Razak is the first to have been brought up in the post-Independence era. It thus comes as little surprise that he understands that an epochal change is now occurring. If we are slow to transform, the people will not forgive us. We must appreciate that a major factor in deciding the results of the next general election is the group of young voters that make up 40 percent of the electorate. This new generation of voters certainly has a different mentality and mindset from previous generations. From their favoured sources of information, the values they hold dear, things they count as hobbies, to their perception towards the role of political leadership – all reflect a generational shift that underpins a profound change in era. Thankfully, the leadership of YAB President clearly displays a comprehensive understanding of what is needed in line with these transitions. The economic and political transformations that have been executed underscore his commitment to steer UMNO into this new era.

9.  
However, I want to stress that the generational shift needed is no easy task. It requires major sacrifices on our part. It involves more than just replacing old leaders with new faces. It demands a shift in “tasawwur” or worldview. A worldview that can generate the economic and political transformations, both in Government and party. A worldview in line with the change in era. A worldview anchored in a new mode and mould of thinking – one that is unshackled by dated norms and conventions yet compromises not our identity or the values of Islam we hold dear. 

10. 
The worldview I am advocating requires balancing tradition and modernisation, physical development and character building, as well as recognising both the undying lessons of history and the boundless promise of change. In this context, one who appreciates this perspective and balance will understand the need for human rights and civil liberties alongside that for national stability and security. In my view, these form the basis of the political transformations we witness today. For example, the PM made the decision to repeal the ISA – a symbol of power grounded in the old worldview – in hope of fostering a more mature democracy whilst also introducing a new piece of legislation which still preserves security.

11. 
There are many more examples to indicate the birth of a new chapter in our nation’s leadership philosophy and approach. It would be fair to say that the Government Transformation Program and the New Political Model underlined by YAB President would not be possible without this new worldview. It is a new perspective requiring us to be bolder, more mature and more confident in facing the challenges that come with this new reality.

12. 
On the question of politics, the old worldview contained a simple logic: might is right. Force and might underpinned our actions in the past. When faced with problems, our immediate response was to arrest and jail people. When confronted with challenges, we literally “banned” them. This Cold War mentality might have served as well in decades gone by but the realities of the present demand a more measured and transparent approach. As a reflection of this approach, the Government will amend Section 15 of the UUCA to open the space for students to participate in politics. In my view, this is a bold step born out of a strong leadership commited to the change agenda.

13. 
Just as the generational transition occuring in the political arena, the new worldview in the economic sphere must also be based on more progressive principles. The Malay economic mindset in the past has been too government-centric. It was as if the successes and failures of Malay businesses depended on government assistance and protection. That was the old mindset.

14. 
But times have a changed. Whilst many Malays still require government assistance, many have also established presence in various industries and sectors in our economy. Our objective now is no longer simply to increase Malay participation, but also to develop capacities and competitiveness amongst Malays based on abilities and merit. We assist the poor and empower the able.

15. 
As the young leadership in the party and country, UMNO Youth must be at the forefront of change to give meaning to this concept of generational transition. In this context, I want to stress the importance of fully appreciating the meaning and implication of these concepts of generational transition and new worldview, as well as the philosophy that underpin them. It is utterly pointless to merely clap and cheer at the Prime Minister’s every announcement without understanding its rationale and purpose. Our support for progressive measures like the abolishment of ISA must be based on a deep appreciation of the demands of the new worldview, and not for the sake of sucking up to leaders.

16. 
This issue has to be taken seriously because the inability to appreciate the importance of the new worldview will lead to the failure of the transformations and generational transitions we speak of. Young people out there hope for UMNO Youth to be the pioneers and vanguards of change with new and progressive ideas without necessarily having to wait for the President’s signal. Otherwise, we will be young in age, but ancient in mentality. This is no time to be cheerleaders who express enthusiatic support without knowing why we do so.

17. 
In this respect, we do not have to look far to find an example of someone who lives and understands the new worldview. Our YAB President, despite having left UMNO Youth a while ago, is someone who is youth-friendly, who understands the younger generation, and more importantly, who appreciates and recognises what the younger generation has to offer. He has hundreds of thousands of followers on Twitter, uses social media extensively to interact with the youth, attends concerts and participates in sports. More importantly, the President’s political approach and philosophy revolves around the principles of transparency, freedom, justice and the positive empowerment of young people. In other words, he is the finest embodiment of a leader with a deep sense of appreciation of the new worldview and generational transition.

18. 
In the context of change and the new worldview, UMNO Youth should be grateful that our efforts have borne fruit. Almost all the transformational measures taken by the government –  ISA, UUCA, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly – were all issues which UMNO Youth had earlier spoken out on. At that time, there were cynical voices suggesting UMNO Youth was too liberal or progressive. But today, our bold stance to reflect the actual wishes of young people has been vindicated by the transformations put in place by our President himself. This is evidence that we do not act in blind faith; our cause is in line with the desires of the younger generations. And this is why BN is the choice of young people (BN Pilihan Orang Muda).

Delegates, 

19. 
In a wider context, the awareness of the importance of appreciating the new worldview will lend new meaning to the concept of "winnable candidates", which was introduced by our President. To ensure victory for Barisan Nasional in the upcoming elections, we need to promote candidates who are not only popular within the party, but also accepted by the voters. In the context of the generational shift I elaborated, I believe that one of the factors that make a candidate a "winnable" is how much he understands that transition taking place.

20. 
A study conducted by the BN Youth Lab paints the following picture about young people’s voting considerations: 35 percent based on the party, 34 percent candidate and 27 percent key leaders at national level. The study also found that 62 percent of them are fence sitters who will choose only the party and candidate they consider best. Thus, the assumption and belief that the people will always support the BN, regardless of the candidate, is indeed a myth, an untruth. Not only are young voters’ considerations very different, we must also accept that they will be the determining factor in many seats in GE-13. Thus, "winnable candidates" are those who, among other things, can understand and share youth-friendly perspectives.

21. 
Furthermore, "winnable candidate" must also exhibit capability and trustworthiness. These two factors will determine whether or not a candidate is accepted by voters. Trustworthiness demands a shift in thinking and awareness towards one which cultivates a culture of honesty, sincerity and friendliness in our cause. Indeed, as leaders, self-interest can never be prioritised. We are constantly evaluated by the people, and it is the people that our efforts are directed to. But more importantly, our conduct as leaders entrusted with great responsibilities, will be judged by Allah SWT. This awareness should guide all our actions so we may be unwavering in doing right by the people.

22.
Allah SWT commanded in verse 26 of Surah Al-Qasas:

إِنَّ خَيۡرَ مَنِ ٱسۡتَـٔۡجَرۡتَ ٱلۡقَوِىُّ ٱلۡأَمِينُ

Which means, “Truly the best of men for thee to employ is the (man) who is strong and trustworthy”.

23. Syeikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah wrote, "It should be ensured that only the best person is (chosen) for each position, as leadership has two pillars, al-Quwwah and al-Amanah". "Al-Quwwah" refers to the strength or the ability of someone tasked. In the context of politics and elections, "al-Quwwah" implies a "winnable candidate" who is energetic, hard-working, visionary, caring, upholds justice regardless of religion or race and commands the knowledge to help solve the problems faced by the people.

24. 
If we acknowledge the fact that GE-13 represents a test of survival for BN, we have to accept the concept of "winnable candidate" and support our YAB President in its implementation. During the Prophet’s time, when Islam was under attack from all angles and the question of the religion’s very survival was most acute, the Prophet chose his commanders based on their ability and not based on their relationship to him.

25. 
'Amr ibn al-As was dispatched to govern Oman even though he was a relatively new convert compared to other companions. Prophet Muhammad SAW also chose Khalid ibn al-Walid as commander of the Muslim army and bestowed the title of Sayful Allah al-Maslul or the Sword of Allah. Not because of any specific relationship with the Prophet SAW, but because of his ability, wisdom and courage.

26. 
We may not be comparable to 'Amr al-As, or Khalid ibn Al-Walid. But I believe within UMNO Youth there are those prepared to shoulder greater responsibility. We have been trained, educated and nurtured in the party’s ‘factory’. We hope that through the concept of "winnable candidates", there would be no more individuals selected on the basis of sympathy or relationship (or ‘cable’). Instead, "winnable candidates" should be selected on the basis of merit and actual capabilities. We wait with patience for our time and turn to be called forward. We are not insisting to replace the older generation, neither are we claiming to be the best of all there is. We simply want to express hope, in unison, that we may be given due consideration when the choice of “winnable candidates” is made. 

Anak tupai digonggong helang 

Terbang tinggi menghala selatan

Jika Pemuda di beri peluang 

Tak mungkin kami persia-siakan 

27. 
UMNO Youth would also like to send out a strong warning. We deplore the actions of some groups who may today express support for the concept of “winnable candidate”, promise to assist the “winnable candidate” to victory, only to attempt to be ‘visible’ as election nears in hope that he or she may be that “winnable candidate”. But when those hopes are not realised, support and service for the party are also left to die by the wayside. This is not the mentality we want. If there remains such groups, not only those who openly support the opposition, but also those who boycott silently – do not do any work, go missing to sulk during campaign periods, do not cast their vote – we ask that strong action be taken against such traitors.

28. 
Ultimately, we have faith in the wisdom of the leadership to make the best decision regarding the individuals deemed as “winnable candidates” amongst party members. Our pledge to the President: even as UMNO Youth expresses hope to be given the opportunity, we know that the most important thing is to win the election. Hence, whatever the decision, UMNO Youth pledges to the party President, we will be loyal to the party and support any candidate for the higher maqasid or objective, which is victory for Barisan Nasional.

Delegates, 

29. 
Under the current leadership, UMNO Youth has been transformed and given a new look, new branding, new substance. If UMNO Youth was once considered a pressure group, spokesman for the community or merely complementary to the party leadership, UMNO Youth has now opened a new chapter. Now, the image and identity of UMNO Youth is no longer one of a political wing that is heavy on just rhetoric. UMNO Youth now stands as an organisation that is creative and proactive in solving the problems and issues of the younger generation. This is what I term as the "solutions-driven politics" of UMNO Youth.

30. 
Under the New Political Model, UMNO Youth should not be an entity that is big on talk and leaves the question of implementation entirely to the Government. Instead, UMNO Youth itself must be involved directly and actively in formulating policies and delivering effective solutions through our own programs. When we talk of politics, there are only two major considerations on the minds of the young people. Firstly, the question of What can you do for us? And secondly, the belief that talk is cheap. This is no place or time to be a teller of tales.

31. 
Based on this realisation, starting with the five pillars of UMNO Youth – United, Principled, Relevant, Inclusive and Proactive – as guides in the mission to win the support of the younger generation, we introduced the BN Youth Youth Lab as a platform for young people today to express their view and concerns. Among the issues raised were those of housing, education, child and elderly care, minimum wage, PTPTN loans, business loans and prices of goods. We are grateful that many of our proposals, namely My First Home Scheme, Dana Belia 1Malaysia, the National Wage Consultation Council – that promises to increase workers’ wages – were included in the Budget last year. In addition, the 1Malaysia Housing Program (PR1MA), which is to meet the housing needs of the younger generation, was also launched by the Prime Minister in July. These are all concrete examples of the solutions-driven politics which forms the core UMNO Youth’s new era.

32.  
Moreover, based on the solutions-driven politics that champions the voices of young people such that their aspirations turn to reality, UMNO Youth has led the movement towards the development of civil liberties, which like I mentioned earlier, is something that is now government policy - think ISA, UUCA, restricted residence, press freedom and most recently, freedom of assembly.

33. 
Through Jelajah 1Malaysia or JOM, we have brought real value to the tradition of striving to improve welfare of the people. Over 550 houses have been repaired and thousands of families have received assistance through programmes such as Cakna Pemuda and Pemuda Prihatin. The BN Youth Job Fair will be an ongoing activity to help graduates and young people attain employment. So far, the Job Fair has been held seven times in Kuala Lumpur, Kedah, Melaka, Pahang, Sabah and Perak. Our Job Fair has become a household brand - when young people talk about jobs, they are sure to mention the Job Fair, which had offered tens of thousands of jobs to hundreds of thousands of young people, regardless of party affiliation or race.

34. 
Moreover:

a. 
to prove that UMNO Youth does not only serve the rural areas and to erase the perception that Umno is just a village hero, the Urban Affairs Secretariat has engaged the people in urban areas through various welfare programs;

b. 
to help young people who want to further their studies but face financial constraints, we have launched the Youth Education Scholarship;

c. 
to unearth young potential, we have organised the Youth Music Festival as a platform to showcase young talents; 

d. 
to help those abused and victimised, those without Identity Cards, the Community Complaints Bureau has worked tirelessly to ensure all cases brought to them are solved;

e. 
to attract and develop potential leaders, we have organized a political oratory competition open to all young people of various races;

f. 
to inculcate patriotism and erase the reverence of communists, we have organised the Pentas Patriot or Patriot Stage;

g. 
to build a business class and an entrepreneurial cullture among the youth, the Economic and Entrepreneur Development Bureau has come up with various programs such as Jelajah Francais and MyBiz;

h. 
to help young people become homeowners, we have also organised the BN Youth Home Ownership Expo (HOPE), which offers affordable housing under the My First Home Scheme and and PR1MA ;and

i. 
to counter the opposition’s attacks and increase our presence in cyberspace, the activities of the New Media Unit have been continuously strengthened.

35. 
Alhamdulillah, the impact and outcome of all these programmes have generated support for BN, where we see the return of young voters in by-elections, starting from Bagan Pinang. These programs have also injected a new spirit and a generational political awareness which has helped us register almost 80 thousand new voters this year alone. At the same time, UMNO Youth maintains its position as the largest contributor of new party members.

36. 
All these achievements clearly demonstrate that UMNO Youth’s programmes are in line with the New Political Model. As a matter of fact, our President has recognized our programmes such as the Youth Job Fair as an example of the New Political Model in practice. It is evident that UMNO Youth does not merely cheer, express verbal support but does the harder tasks only half-heartedly. Instead, we are both active and creative in helping the President’s agenda. We implement value-added programs that are the pride of the party and President. So this is no chest-thumping or self-glorifying, because our leader and young people at large have recognized the role of UMNO Youth in driving the generational shift.

Delegates, 

37. 
In line with our call for a solutions-driven politics that we practice as agents of solutions for young people, I would like to take this opportunity to bring a few matters to the Government’s and party leadership’s attention:

38. 
Firstly, most of the young generation now have the tendency or need to be in debt, whether for education, credit cards, cars or other reasons, compared to productive loans to start businesses or create new opportunities. This structural imbalance is evidenced by the RM249 billion debt issued for credit cards and cars issued by the financial sector from 2010 to July 2011. This amount is RM7 billion in excess of loans provided to small and medium businesses during the same period. Thus, it comes as no surprise that the amount of debt young people find themselves in grows daily, so much so that 25 percent of those who went bankrupt from 2005 until today were under the age of 40.

39. Therefore, whilst we acknowledge the contribution of agencies like Tekun, Mara, PUNB, SME Bank and others in helping to overcome this problem, I would again like to propose a special bank for young people – Bank Belia, or the Youth Bank. UMNO Youth believes that such a bank will be able to offer loans as well as act as an incubator for young entrepreneurs. Not only would this bank serve and meet the needs of young people, it should be managed by young people too. This bank will not issue loans or facilities that in effect add to the burden such as credit card debt, but will instead contribute only for productive activities and that generate income, such as working capital loans and startup loans for young entrepreneurs. We would also like to suggest the introduction of a young vendor development scheme by all the GLCs, with special quotas to further spur the participation of promising and capable young entrepreneurs regardless of race. Such a scheme would help enable young entrepreneurs to build "track record" and experience.

40. 
Secondly, the empowerment of young couples who are working, through the establishment of child care centres nationwide. As many acknowledge, there is significant need for such centres, especially for young couples who both work. There are many cases where the husband expresses concern when the wife has to leave her job to take care of their children, though it is not impossible that more and more husbands will themselves be forced to quit their jobs as their wives are earning more. In any case, families lose one source of income because of the need to stay at home to look after the child(ren). Therefore, UMNO Youth would like to propose the establishment of 1Malaysia Child Care Centres throughout the country that are clean, safe, and fully funded by the Government.

41.
Thirdly, UMNO Youth welcomes the Government's commitment to expand Technical and Vocational Education. We recognise that many young male students appear to exhibit more practical skills than academic excellence. We are also aware that the existing system does not provide enough opportunities for them. So far, only 10 percent of our students pursue vocational education compared to other countries like Thailand (41 percent) and Germany (59 percent). If we want to ensure that this stream is able to produce skilled workers who are not left languishing as we move into a high-income economy, we must expedite efforts to add more technical colleges.

42. 
The technical and vocational curriculum should also be updated according to market requirements. We should avoid the weakness of past policy – of simply adding the number of universities and graduates with degree certificates without properly addressing the question of skillsets relevant to the working world. UMNO Youth hopes that the technical and vocational streams will produce knowledgeable workers able to compete internationally and hence change the prevailing perception of the streams.

43. 
Fourthly, in line with the new worldview, the new Bumiputera agenda is also in need of a new approach. Alongside emphasizing policies that are more market-friendly, more open and merit-based, we should also recognize the importance of government intervention to ensure Bumiputera economic empowerment. Thus, UMNO Youth welcomes the establishment of TERAJU and the announcement of the Bumiputera Economic Transformation Roadmap by the Prime Minister a few days ago.

44. 
UMNO Youth hopes that TERAJU will uphold this new approach and ethos. We do not want history to repeat itself, where only a handful of strongly connected entrepreneurs were assisted in the name of the New Economic Policy, only for them to eventually sell of their equity shares and the larger interest – to be merely names on paper to obtain Bumiputera status, but were never more than Ali to Baba.

45. 
The current crop of Bumiputera entrepreneurs are more capable and honest. They will not sell the community’s interests and they are willing to compete with all. I hope TERAJU will look to this group. If we once hoped to attain the NEP’s objectives through the transfer of wealth to those who were less able, UMNO Youth hopes that TERAJU will now ensure that opportunity be given to those who will not betray the the community’s economic struggle for a quick buck.

46. 
Fifthly, earlier this year, Pemuda urged the Government not to increase the price of RON95 petrol at a time when people were being hit by the rise in prices of goods. Alhamdulillah, the Government considered our views and the price of RON95 was unchanged. We also support the Government’s effort in introducing Kedai Rakyat 1Malaysia, which not only offers products at cheaper prices, but also eliminate profiteering by rapacious middlemen. In this instance, I would urge the Government to become more proactive in taking appropriate action – using all available legal provisions – on those who take advantage of ordinary people. Of course, price increases occur, among others, due to external factors. But we also know the existence of these greedy traders. These are the people we need to fight, the parasites who make extraordinary profit off the misery of others.

47. 
The proposals further show that this will always act as the platform where we look out for the welfare and interests of young people, making BN the choice of young people. We strive to solve their problems, unlike the opposition who only instigates rebellion. Our politics is solutions-driven, theirs revolves around organising demonstrations. 

Delegates,

48.       Today there is a group of people whose pursuit stems from political greed, shallowness of knowledge and selfish motivations. They offer the most populist of approaches, but those are little more than sweeteners and baits for them to take over the reins of power they have long craved for. They will stop at nothing to lure support.

49.      Tan Sri P. Ramlee’s film entitled 6 Jahanam tells the story of six criminals with a catalogue of despicable acts like robbery, theft, murder and rape. Today our society is not spared from having to a face a modern version of the 6 Jahanam in the form of repulsive politics deployed by the opposition. This is shown in their six-pronged strategy to bring down the country.

First:  To destroy the democratic system

50.     The opposition often quote social movements in the Middle East to instigate people to take part in street revolutions and in the process manufacture a Malaysian version of the "Arab Spring". Despite the fact that our country is very different from the likes of Tunisia, Egypt and Libya in the Middle East, the opposition continues to use this issue to fan the flames of discontent against the Government, which is precisely what they hoped to achieve from the recent Bersih rally.  Their goal was never a free and fair electoral system. Instead, they were trying hard to manufacture panic and disorder in this country.

51.    To them, democracy does not exist under the administration of BN. In their eyes, BN are electoral fraudsters who deny the voice of the people and deploy dirty tactics just to stay in power. Yet if it is true that the opposition supports democracy, why is it that to this day they have never expressed regret over the infamous non-incident of September 16? We shall never forget September 16 as a failed power coup that remains an insult to our democracy and a dark moment in our history. 

52.    On top of all this, Azmin Ali recently announced PKR’s intention to break prison walls to free Anwar Ibrahim if the latter is found guilty of sodomy. These are no words of a democrat. There is absolutely no regard for law and order, or the integrity of the judicial system. It is now crystal clear that their agenda is only to ensure Anwar becomes Prime Minister of Malaysia, whether through lawful or unlawful means. And to them, ‘democracy’ is but a political tool to be used seasonally if and when it serves their purposes.

53.   Doubtless, the democratic system of this country has become the first victim of their rapacity.

Burung bayan terbangnya tinggi

Hinggap seekor di pohon pisang

Mengaku konon pejuang demokrasi

Rupanya penghasut jalan songsang

Second: To destroy the system of administration

54.     BN is a party that has proven its ability in administration. The spirit of friendship and mutual understanding between the component parties is reflected in the selection of cabinet members by the Prime Minister. But what of the opposition? Until now, they fail to present to us a Shadow Cabinet. What they have are three supervisors for one portfolio - three heads, one body. Imagine if they need to form the cabinet in the future - who will become the Prime Minister? Anwar, Lim Guan Eng or Hadi Awang?

55.     Recently, they arrogantly expressed their wish to reduce the number of civil servants. They highlight statistics suggesting that the civil servant to population ratio in Malaysia is high and burdensome. But they deliberately conceal the fact that other countries do not take into account security officials and educators as part of the civil service, while in Malaysia, these two groups account for more than half of all civil servants. Naturally, our ratio will be higher than other countries. 

56.     To UMNO Youth, there is no reason to reduce the size of the civil service. The prosperity we enjoy today would have been impossible without the support and efforts of the civil service. But clearly, this is of no concern for the opposition. Therefore, as a civil servant, a vote for the opposition is really a vote for your redundancy.

57.     Imagine what will happen to the administration of law in this country under Pakatan rule. PAS wants to implement Hudud, but DAP says Hudud “over my dead body”. Will there be different sets of laws for different states? Will the very definition of criminality change as one crosses state lines? Thievery in Kelantan – amputation of the hand. In KL – jail. In Penang, we’ll wait for what Caliph Lim Guan Eng has to say.


58.     Such is the reality that faces us if we let the opposition take over. The administrative system will be left in disarray, in tatters without direction. This is the second victim of their rapacity.

Third: To destroy national dignity

59.
UMNO and BN have never painted a bad picture of our country’s leadership in the eyes of others. However, after less than a term as Chief Minister, Lim Guan Eng had no doubts about going Singapore to make disparaging remarks about Johor, simply to portray a situation that may be deemed favourable to his party. He knows that Johor is on track to getting the biggest share of investments from Singapore. He made those remarks out of sheer jealousy, hoping to scare investors from Singapore away, with absolutely no regard to the impact on the country’s overall investment level and attractiveness. His remarks suggest that he felt no pride in Johor receiving those investments; it was as if Penang was not part of Malaysia. To him, everything – including the welfare and well-being of Malaysians is secondary – to the interests of DAP and its Republic in Penang! 


60.
The opposition’s unbridled thirst for power is very different to our culture and attitude as Malaysians with national pride. We take pride of the origins of our country, in our achievements and our national symbols. Thus, we get angry when the opposition denigrate and belittle our Jalur Gemilang. DAP arrogantly pronounced that they were more willing to distribute their “rocket” flag compared to the national flag. We are angered by their promise of to change the national flag should they assume power. This is a manifestation of the culture of despicable politics brought by the opposition. Not only have they attacked national symbols, but also institutions of great importance like the police and the army. Not once have we heard the opposition acknowledge the role of our security officials much less fight for their welfare and interests. Imagine what would happen if they were to take over? We would be ridiculed the world over.

61.
Letting them rule will only result in our country’s dignity and image being the third victim of their rapacity.

Malangnya sungguh nasib Pak Kaduk

Ayamnya menang kampung tergadai

Pembangkang sungguh berhati busuk

Burukkan negara berderai-derai

Fourth: To destroy the country's history


62.
Indeed, our history is central to our national identity. Through history, we learn our identity as a Malay Muslim and a citizen of Malaysia. Through history, we begin to understand the roles and entrusted upon us to ensure the continuity of our religion, community and nation. Without history, all political proclamations have no context or meaning. Thus, it is shocking that there are some today willing to distort history by glorifying and revering those who led the Bukit Kepong attack – who killed innocent people include wives of the police officers and children as young as two years – calling them freedom fighters. At the same time, the police officers killed were labelled as British stooges.


63.
Our most bitter enemies are hailed as heroes, while those who died in the defense of our country are insulted. Such is the reality if communist-venerators lead this country. All historical facts will be replaced with pro-Communist myths. Our history will become the fourth victim of their rapacity.

Fifth: To destroy ethnic identity

64.
UMNO is a party that is fights for religion, community and nation. Regrettably this is not the focus of the opposition.  They would gamble away the interests of the community and the sanctity of religion if they think it helps achieve their narrow political goals. We observe how PAS dances to the tune of DAP – for example on the cases of Himpunan Sejuta Umat, the ban of entertainment outlets in Kedah during Ramadhan and apostasy among Muslims. It appears PAS is forced to keep silent even over issues concerning religion.


65.
Even more regrettably, the opposition has planted seeds of prejudice that make it difficult for the Malays to voice, and fight for, their interests openly.  It is appalling to note that PAS and PKR are still willing to conspire with DAP and keep their silence even after seeing how the Malays are discriminated against in Penang. Not just collective self-esteem and identity, even the colour of our skin is now being ridiculed. How can DAP not be racist after insulting the skin colour of the Perak Menteri Besar. How can I not be insulted, considering I have dark skin too? For thousands of years, throughout the world, skin colour was a symbol of oppression, yet they have no qualms about employing that same symbol in such racist and derogatory terms.

66.
Perhaps PKR is beginning to realise that Malay support for them is on the wane. The Malays are now aware that PKR is not able to fight for their interests and future. Thus, during the recent PKR Congress, they seemed so desperate for power that they even requested that UMNO amend the Federal Constitution to ensure that only Malays can be Prime Minister.


67.
This most peculiar appeal to UMNO stems from a fear that if the opposition comes into power, the Prime Minister will not be from PKR or even PAS.  It is evident that they are unnerved by DAP’s dominance in the coalition, even turning to UMNO to rescue them.

68.
This signifies great distrust and discord within the opposition coalition. BN does not need this constitutional amendment because we have full confidence in the spirit of goodwill, friendship and cooperation among component parties. We believe UMNO is able to offer leadership to all Malaysians. We have faith that even without any constitutional amendment, Malaysians will support the concept of Malay leadership that is fair and just to all. This is our identity in UMNO – we are proud and confident of our own abilities to continue leading the country. We are unlike PKR, lacking that self-esteem and identity, so much so that they have to turn to UMNO to do their bidding.

 
69. PAS and PKR subordinate themselves to DAP, without care for the impact on the community’s self-esteem and identity. These will be the fifth victim of their rapacity.



Sixth: To destroy the country's economic prosperity


70.
When speaking on economic issues, the opposition speaks as though they are willing to give everything to the people for free. Their sweet, populist promises are a sure recipe for bankruptcy. 

71.
Our study found that if the opposition’s Buka Jingga promises were implemented, it would result in Malaysia becoming bankrupt like Greece in just two years. To fulfil just part of their welfare pledges, government debt would soar to RM617 billion by the second year alone. We would hence have no more than a year to celebrate before wallowing in regret and misery for several generations after. Despite analyses exposing the dangers of such an approach, the opposition simply does not care. All that matters to them is the prospect of electoral victory. If we were to go down their path, our country would eventually have to plead for assistance from agencies like the IMF. We know of Anwar’s close ties to the IMF; perhaps that begins to explain his willingness to let them dictate our future. In short, our economic prosperity will be the sixth victim of their rapacity.

Awan datang lindungi bulan

Malam pekat sunyi rasa

Politik pembangkang sarat kebencian

Hasut rakyat demi kuasa

Dentam-dentum atas permatang

Orang mengemping padi muda

Melayu terpinggir di Pulau Pinang

Air Kelantan tak bersih jua 

Tunggul kecil di tengah huma

Buat tanda antara sempadan

Biar apapun pembangkang cuba

Putrajaya tetap Pemuda pertahankan

Dear delegates,

72.
We must avoid being careless, negligent or lax. We must not be content to live in past glories. The challenges we will face in GE-13 will be the toughest in the history of general elections. Now is the time for UMNO Youth to rise up and help define the new chapter of this noble cause.

73.
The UMNO Youth here today, just as those that came before us, will never desert the battlefield. We know how important this struggle is for the future of our people. I have full confidence that every UMNO Youth member here today will face the upcoming challenges with great courage and vigour.

74.
I end my address with a sajak dedicated to every one of us – may it serve as an inspiration as we meet the toughest of tests in our party’s history. 

Apabila engkau terasa hembusan angin fajar diiringi embunnya,

Pernahkah engkau berhenti bertanya,

Rahsia silam bumi yang engkau pijak,

Lipatan sejarah langit yang engkau junjung?

Apabila engkau menegakkan panji-panji perang-mu,

Pernahkah engkau berhenti bertanya,

Siapakah gerangan pejuang tidak bernama,

Yang dulu menggadai jiwa dan raga demi anak bangsa?

Apabila air mata berlinangan ketika engkau memohon restu bonda,

Pernahkah engkau berhenti bertanya,

Apakah sebab mereka berjuang, tanpa mengira badai yang datang,

Apa cerita di sebalik cerita memungkinkan mereka mengorbankan semua?

Apabila anak-anak mu melambaikan tangan dan sayu engkau membalasnya,

Pernahkah engkau berhenti bertanya,

Bagaimana aku insan biasa dapat menebus segala jasa

Bagaimana aku manusia kerdil dapat meneruskan perjuangan mereka?

Apabila semboyan sudah berbunyi diiringi paluan gendang perang ini,

Apabila musuh bertentang mata, denyutan nadi semakin kencang,

Engkau tidak lagi perlu bertanya,

Kerana hari ini, ketika bahtera perang mereka semakin menghampiri,

Sudah tentu hari ini, di bawah kibaran panji-panji parti keramat kita ini,

Kita akan sama-sama teguh berdiri!

Ayuh Pemuda, Mari kita sama-sama berdiri!

Berdiri bukan mencari nama, Berdiri bukan mencari harta,

Berdiri kerana aku tidak mungkin lupa sejarah ku,

Berdiri kerana aku pewaris perjuanganmu,

Berdiri kerana aku siap siaga, terus sahaja bertarung nyawa

Ayuh Pemuda, Mari kita sama-sama berdiri!

Berdiri kerana aku Pemuda yang tidak gentar semua,

Berdiri kerana aku Pemuda penerus perjuangan bangsa!

Berdiri kerana engkau berdiri bersama, teguh kita pasti bersama, kekal utuh ke akhir masa.

HIDUP UMNO!   

HIDUP UMNO!   

HIDUP UMNO!



